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As you are aware, promoton and protection ol breastfeeding for improving survival of
infants and children is an important adervention undar Mational Health Mission 1t has been
pbserved tha! use of Infant Mik Substitules lor fecding requircments of the babies is one ofdne
deterrent factors in continuing mmmmg In Ihis context, IME Act 2003 has besn
implementad in the country since 1% January, 2004 ta prevent use of Infant Milk Substitutes

The IMS Act bans adverisement anywhere of infant milk substitites, feeding boltles and
infart foods bans the use of heaith syslems for promoton of these products ke dispiay of
pastars or gving lree samples, bans sponsorship of Nealth workers or their associations, bans
commission on sales, bans dvect contact of company stall with mothers elc, among ulhol

’ provisions of labeling, quality control of infant milk substitules and accurate information regarding
breastfeeding to reach out to women/mothars (copy of IMS Act, 2003 is annexed for reference)

Taking cognizance of this fact, | would like 1o draw your atlention to actionable points as
per vanous -':_taci’mnn {details in annexure) of the IMS Aol as Tollows

1 To take action to publicze activiies (Aonex 21 that are crohibited wodar the !MS At
through IEC

2 sspe direchve o Skale Government Cllices, Medical Colleges, heallh care instilutions and
associations of doctors and Nurses 1o abstain from any kind of collaboration of recaiving
sponsorships from Baby food companies,

3 T direct all bospitals | nuising homes- public of private- (0 avoid receiving any gifts whal
g0 ever from baby food companies

4. Take up meelings with professional bodies such as Indiagn Medical Asscciabon (IME)
Indiar Academy of Paediatics (AP) / Federation of Obstelre and Gynecolagical Sncisties
af India (FOGSI) ete. lor facililating implementation of the Act.

This would help us promoling breasteading and m:tuwn higher rates of eatly
treastleeding within ane hour

Il woulkl appreciale il an action laken repat can be sent 1o aie on he above ponts,

!I‘\? ir.-"l"|-f-f
P
a Yours sincerely,
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