PETITION

To:

The Chief Minister

_______________

Submitted through the MLA/District Collector of __________________________________________________

during the World Breastfeeding Week 2011, from 1-7 August 2011.

World Breastfeeding Week theme this year, “Talk to Me! Breastfeeding – a 3D Experience”

Breastfeeding – it’s a biological norm; it’s a public health issue that has been revisited time and time again; it’s a bond between a mother and child. Breastfeeding SAVES LIVES by providing a complete nutritional and preventive health package for infants and young children, and is one of the most sustainable practices found on this earth.
Our theme this year, “Talk to Me! Breastfeeding – a 3D Experience” speaks to YOU. You as a decision maker whose actions will inevitably affect the lives of others. You as a caregiver (past, present, future), you as an integral member of society, you as a receiver and giver of knowledge and support. We all play a variety of roles, and we all have a voice, the most powerful tool needed to talk to others about why breastfeeding matters. 
When we look at breastfeeding support, we tend to see it in two-dimensions: time (from pre pregnancy to weaning) and place (the home, community, health care system, etc). But neither has much impact without a THIRD dimension – communication!

Communication is an essential part of protecting, promoting and supporting breastfeeding

Bearing in mind that if women were supported at the time of birth by a skilled health care provider and educated about the benefits and techniques of early and exclusive breastfeeding during pregnancy and later, it is possible to enhance these practices.

We the citizens of _________ 

Request you, as the Chief Minister, Government of _____ , 

· To create a communication plan for the State on the issues related to breastfeeding 

· To develop a plan of action along with a budget, to enhance rates of breastfeeding in the State and create support systems for women to practice optimal breastfeeding. 

· To ensure breastfeeding friendly workplaces with adequate nursing breaks in the public and private sector so that working women are not forced to abandon breastfeeding.

· To include timely initiation of breastfeeding within one hour and exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months as indicators of progress of human development in child health and development programmes.
· To end all forms of promotion of commercial baby foods, and implement the Infant Milk Substitutes Feeding Bottles, and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution) Act 1992, and Amendment Act 2003, effectively. 

	Sr.No.
	Name 
	Email Address
	Contact No./Mobile
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	











