June 24, 2013

Secretary, MOHFW Government of India
Secreatry, MWCD, Government of India
New Delhi.

Subject: Policy Implications of Lancet Series on Nutrition, 2013 - Guard against
Commercial Exploitation of Malnutrition

Sir/Madam,

The Lancet has recently published a Series on Maternal and Child Nutrition, 2013. A
formal launch of this series is planned for June 28, 2013 at the India Habitat Centre, New
Delhi. The primary objective of this launch is to advocate for urgent action to address the
appalling burden of malnutrition in mothers and children in India in light of the series
findings.

We applaud and endorse the call that “the post-2015 sustainable development agenda
must put addressing all forms of malnutrition at the top of its goals”. However, we have
substantial reservations about some broad issues and the specific solutions being
promoted, which are articulated in the attached brief statement. This Lancet Series on
Nutrition, 2013 should not be allowed to become an opportunity for commercial
exploitation of malnutrition.

We make a fervent appeal for an active consideration of our above stated concerns by the
Government of India while taking any policy decisions based on the Lancet Series on
Nutrition, 2013. We would be delighted if an opportunity is provided to us for explaining
and discussing these issues in person.

We thank you for considering our appeal in national interest.

Yours truly,

RPN

Prof. H.P.S. Sachdev,

(Former, National President Indian Academy of Pediatrics and Senior Consultant
Pediatrics and Clinical Epidemiology, Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science and Research,
B-16 Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi 110016, E-mail: hpssachdev@gmail.com;,
Tel: 09810104400)
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Dr. Arun Gupta,

(Member - Prime Minister's Council on India's Nutrition Challenges, Regional
Coordinator - IBFAN Asia, Central coordinator, Breastfeeding Promotion Network of
India (BPNI), and Convener-Alliance against Conflict of Interest (AACI); E-mail:
arun@ibfanasia.org; Tel: 09899676306)
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Prof. Umesh Kapil,

(Former, National President, Indian Association of Preventive and Social Medicine and
Professor, Department of Human Nutrition, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New
Delhi 110029, E-mail: umeshkapil@gmail.com; Tel: 09810609340)

Dr. Panna Choudhury,
(Executive Director, Indian Academy of Pediatrics, Vice Chairman Child Health
Foundation, and Former, National President Indian Academy of Pediatrics; E-mail:

pannachoudhury@gmail.com; Tel: 09810806979)
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Prof. A.P. Dubey,
(Chairperson, Indian Academy of Pediatrics, Sub-Specialty Chapter on Nutrition; E-
mail: apdubey52@gmail.com; Tel: 09968604303)
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Dr. Mira Shiva,

(Initiative for Health and Equity in Society and Member National Authority Women’s
Empowerment, E-mail: mirashiva@yahoo.com; Tel: 09810582028)

Dr. C.P. Bansal,

(National President, Indian Academy of Pediatrics;, E-mail: cpbansal@gmail.com; Tel:
09827063677)




