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Call to Action on

Breastfeeding and Infant & Young Child Feeding

1°' September 2015, New Delhi, India

We, the participants coming from diverse groups including civil society organizations, health
professionals, academicians, breastfeeding organizations, peoples organizations and movements,
international agencies, and individuals have come together at the launch of the report “Arrested
Development” on the 4™ Assessment of India’s Policies and Programmes on Breastfeeding and

Infant and Young Child Feeding.

We take note of the gaps as well as achievements in this report and are concerned and recognize

that protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding and optimal infant and young child

feeding is a human rights issue and should be entrenched in the public policy and programmes as

a necessary condition needing resources.

We call upon Government of India to take the following actions:

Develop a clear national policy with plan of action and allocated budgets for interventions
on breastfeeding and infant and young child feeding (IYCF).

Revive the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative (BFHI) and set up a national coordination
committee and institutionalize it through NHM and child health division.

Develop an effective mechanism to enforce the Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles
and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution) Act 1992, and
Amendment Act ,2003 (IMS Act) in its letter and spirit.

Implement uniform maternity protection and policies for all working women both in
organized and unorganized sector as a minimum maternity entitlement.

Develop standard training curriculum /module for in-service skill based training on IYCF
counselling for health care providers.

Provide universal access to systems such as day care services (on-site for breastfed
children and also as a support for adequate complementary feeding).

Develop a strategy document on communication to guide the states for IEC for IYCF
keeping commercial influence and conflict of interest in mind.

Develop a clear policy on training of health professionals and workers on infant feeding
options in HIV positive situations and how to support women in a given option to achieve
good outcomes.

Develop a national policy and plan to deal with infant and young child feeding during
disaster situations.

Conduct regular or periodical routine national surveys on IYCF practices.

All participants commit themselves to the Call to Action on Breastfeeding and Infant & Young
Child Feeding
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