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The silence on the need to protect, promote and support breastfeeding was broken yesterday/ on 10th 

December 2013 when the Deputy Chairperson of the Planning Commission of India, Montek Singh 

Ahluwalia launched the World Breastfeeding Costing Initiative (WBCi) Report “The Need to Invest 

in Babies” by IBFAN. 

 

The Report calls upon governments and global communities to invest at least US$ 17.5 billion 

annually if they genuinely want to improve optimal breastfeeding practices. Women need support 

for breastfeeding, and this support has to take into account maternity benefits, especially for women 

living in poverty, strict enforcement of the International Code for Marketing of Breastmilk 

Substitutes, massive media promotion, creating baby friendly health systems and communities, 

where every woman has access to counseling and support for carrying out optimal breastfeeding 

and central coordination system that oversees implementation of the interventions.  

 

The Report is accompanied by an excel-based WBCi Financial Planning Tool, which helps 

governments and planners to accurately budget interventions for improving breastfeeding rates in 

their country at both national and sub-national levels.  

 

Terming the Report as “excellent”, Ahluwalia stressed that the 

“there is no reason for not acting”. The health benefits of proper 

breastfeeding are well known, and now there is increasing evidence 

how it can protect women from dangerous diseases like breast and 

ovarian cancer. Campaigns need to be directed at not just the poor, 

but also the elite, who set the fashion for infant feeding. He also 

called for strong campaigns to highlight the dangers of formula 



feeding, as is being done for tobacco.  

 

HE Evind Homme, Ambassador of the Royal Norwegian Embassy, urged governments and civil 

society to work together to support women to breastfeed. His country has shown that this is 

possible, that breastfeeding is the norm. 

 

Ms. Nita Chowdhury, Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, GOI, stressed on the 

commitment of her ministry to mainstream breastfeeding in India’s premier programme – the 

Integrated Child Development Scheme.  

 

Concluding the launch, Dr. Syeda Hameed, Member Health, Planning Commission of India, 

appreciated the  WBCi tool which will not only help in tracking the financial resources made 

available for improving breastfeeding practices, but also make the system and the functionaries 

accountable for implementation of policies and programmes.  

 
 

Media made it widely covered! 
Media Coverage: 12.Dec.2013 
 
1. Kaiser Family Foundation  
http://kff.org/news-summary/investing-in-breastfeeding-will-help-future-generations-thrive/ 
 
2. Indo Asian News Service (IANS) Live  
http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/$175_bn_global_investment_needed_for_optimal_breastfeeding-
405790/BUSINESS/5 
 
3. TNT: The northeast daily  
http://tntmagazine.in/health/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-report/ 
 
4. Health India .Com 
http://health.india.com/news/low-awareness-on-breastfeeding-not-restricted-to-poor-montek/ 
 



5. SME Times 
http://www.smetimes.in/smetimes/news/industry/2013/Dec/11/usd-17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-
optimal703186.html 
 
6. Yahoo India  
http://in.news.yahoo.com/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-optimal-breastfeeding-103204400--finance.html 
 
7. News Track India  
http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2013/12/11/245--17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-
breastfeeding-Report-.html 
 
8. Daji World  
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=206511 
 
9. Jagran Post 
http://post.jagran.com/8-lakh-infants-die-every-year-due-to-inadequate-breastfeeding-1386746984 
 
10. Vancouver Desi  
http://www.vancouverdesi.com/lifestyle/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-
report/679412/ 
 
11. PopBuzz 
http://www.popbuzz.me/in/p/2650738/ 
 
12. Lots Buzz 
http://news.lotsbuzz.com/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-report/ 
 
13. Sify Finance 
http://www.sify.com/finance/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-report-news-national-
nmlqkpgdbee.html 
 
14. Business Standard (New IANS coverage) 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-
breastfeeding-report-113121100564_1.html 
 
15. World Bank –International Organization Desk 
http://www.internationalorganizationsdesk.com/world-bank-p3?language=en 
 
16. Tazza News .Com 
http://news.taaza.com/lifestyle/1233470-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-report.html 
 
17. Prokerala News 
http://www.prokerala.com/news/articles/a424139.html 
 
18. This is my India .Com 
http://www.thisismyindia.com/xml/india-news.html?id=97702 
 
19. New Kerala .Com 
http://www.newkerala.com/news/story/99881/175-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal-breastfeeding-
report.html#.UqleQdIW2So 
 
20. Apple Hub (original story Vancouver Desi)   
http://applehub.us/page/TeEroKyc/17-5-bn-global-investment-needed-for-optimal 
 
 
Media Coverage: 11. Dec.2013 
 
1. One world South Asia 
http://southasia.oneworld.net/news/breastfeeding-is-extremely-under-funded-ibfan-report#.UqfzS9IW2So 
  
2. Zee News 
http://zeenews.india.com/news/health/healthy-eating/low-awareness-on-breastfeeding-not-restricted-to-poor-
montek_25520.html 



  
3. Scoop, New Zealand 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO1312/S00150/breastfeeding-is-a-good-investment-for-government.htm 
  
4. Business Standard 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/low-awareness-on-breastfeeding-not-restricted-to-poor-
montek-113121001135_1.html 
  
5. The New Indian Express 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/8-Lakh-Infants-Die-Every-Year-Due-to-Inadequate-
Breastfeeding/2013/12/10/article1938662.ece 
  
6. Outlook 
http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=820396 
 
7. Press Trust India 
http://www.ptinews.com/news/4222283_8L-infants-die-a-year-due-to-inadequate-breastfeeding-.html 
  
8. The Siasat Daily 
http://www.siasat.com/english/news/8-lakh-infants-die-every-year 
 


